
Year 5’s Top-Reads!  

Here is a selection of recommended books personalised for Upper Key Stage 

Two. You can share with an adult, read-aloud with friends or read alone. 

Don’t forget to tell your teacher what you think of these books! 

 

Some of our Year 5 and 6 recommended books have a mature theme, please ensure you have 

read through content and context with your child, prior to reading. 

 

There are worlds to be discovered, secrets to be unlocked, journeys to be taken, aliens to 

meet, exotic foods to be tested, facts to analyse and so much more, when you take a step 

inside your next book. Can you read them all? 

 

 

Brightstorm

: A Sky-

Ship 

Adventure 

by Vashti 

Hardy 

 

 
Malamander 

by Thomas 

Taylor 

 

 
Wolf 

Brother by 

Michelle 

Paver 

 

 

Who Let 

the Gods 

Out by Maz 

Evans 

 

 
The Violet 

Veil 

Mysteries 

by Sophie 

Cleverly 

 

 
Beetle Boy 

by MG 

Leonard 

 

 

https://maz.world/
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Boy in the 

Tower by 

Polly Ho-Yen 

 

 
The Wolf 

Wilder by 

Katherine 

Rundell 

 

 
Heidi by 

Johanna 

Spyri 

 

 
Artemis 

Fowl by Eoin 

Colfer 

 

 
The Wonder 

Garden by 

Jenny Bloom 

and 

Kristjana 

Williams 

 
 

The 

Breadwinner 

by Deborah 

Ellis 

 

 
The 

Butterfly 

Lion by 

Michael 

Morpurgo 

 

 
Charlotte’s 

Web by E.B. 

White 

 

 
Clockwork 

by Philip 

Pullman 

 

 
Danny the 

Champion of 

the World 

by Roald 

Dahl 

 

 



The What 

on Earth? 

Wallbook 

Timeline of 

Big History 

by 

Christopher 

Lloyd 

  

Dial a Ghost 

by Eva 

Ibbotson 

 

 
Dragon 

Rider by 

Cornelia 

Funke 

 

 
Emil and the 

Detectives 

by Erich 

Kästner 

 

 

The 

Incredible 

Adventures 

of 

Professor 

Branestawm 

by Norman 

Hunter 

 

 

I Know 

What You 

Did Last 

Wednesday 

by Anthony 

Horowitz 

 

 
Peter in 

Peril by 

Helen Bate 

 

 
The Ghost 

of Thomas 

Kempe by 

Penelope 

Lively 

 

 



Harry 

Potter and 

the 

Philosopher’

s Stone by 

J. K. Rowling 

 

 
Harry 

Potter and 

the 

Chamber of 

Secrets by 

J. K. Rowling 

 
 

Harry 

Potter and 

the Prisoner 

of Azkaban 

by J. K. 

Rowling 

  

Harry 

Potter and 

the Goblet 

of Fire by 

J. K. Rowling 

 

 
Heard it in 

the 

Playground 

by Allan 

Ahlberg 

 

 

The 

Ultimate 

Alphabet by 

Mike Wilks 

 

 
The 

Hundred 

and One 

Dalmatians 

by Dodie 

Smith 

 

 
Krindlekrax 

by Philip 

Ridley 

 

 
Wild is the 

Wind by 

Grahame 

Baker-

Smith 

 

 
Scribbleboy 

by Philip 

Ridley 

 

 



Stig of the 

Dump by 

Clive King 

 

 
Hacker by 

Malorie 

Blackman 

 

 
When Hitler 

Stole Pink 

Rabbit by 

Judith Kerr 

 

 
Moondial by 

Helen 

Cresswell 

 

 

The Demon 

Headmaster 

by Gillian 

Cross 

 

 
The 

Witches by 

Roald Dahl 

 

 
Bill’s New 

Frock by 

Anne Fine 

 

 
The Mouse 

and His 

Child by 

Russell 

Hoban 

 

 
The 

Clocktower 

Ghost by 

Gene Kemp 

 

 



The Sheep-

pig by Dick 

King-Smith 

 

 
King of the 

Cloud 

Forests by 

Michael 

Morpurgo 

 

 
The Phoenix 

and the 

Carpet by E. 

Nesbit 

 

 
The 

Scarecrow 

and his 

Servant by 

Philip 

Pullman 

 
 

A Series of 

Unfortunate 

Events by 

Lemony 

Snicket 

 

 

Woof! by 

Allan 

Ahlberg 

 

 
Laughter is 

an Egg by 

John Agard 

 

 
The Factory 

Made Boy 

by Christine 

Nostlinger 

 

 
Aquila by 

Andrew 

Norriss 

 

 



The 

Miraculous 

Journey of 

Edward 

Tulane by 

Kate 

DiCamillo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


